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2021 presented many of us with a variety of
challenges and changes. For us at Afro-Amerindian
Research & Cultural Center, things were no
exception. Much of the year was spent capacity
building and learning to adapt to an ever-changing
global landscape. Despite these challenges, we were
able to host yet another amazing Dividing Lines
Symposium in February.  

Going forward, we intend on developing our
organizational and community partnerships and
continue fulfilling our mission. This includes
supporting research-based media projects such as the
upcoming 'Reckoning' docuseries, developing our
publications and workshops, and creating other
exciting new initiatives.

Support is needed in order for the AARC Center to
become a more sustainable and impactful
organization. Please consider donating to AARCC by
visiting our website, www.AARCCenter.org/donate
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HAPPY NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH!



 Valena Broussard Dismukes, of African, Saponi,
and European heritage, is a Los Angeles based
photojournalist with a special interest in portrait,
travel, and street photography. She is also a
writer and sculptor. Originally from St. Louis, she
moved to California in 1960 and taught in the
Los Angeles Unified School District serving as
mentor teacher and Compensatory Education
and Gifted Coordinator later in her career.

Dismukes has been a photographer since 1972
and is the author of ten art and photography
books. Her major photographic essay, “Native
Americans: The Red-Black Connection,” has
been exhibited in over ten cities across the
country with photographs from that series
appearing in the award-winning film, “Black
Indians: An American Story.” The exhibit in turn
was published in a 2007 publication, The Red-
Black Connection, an award-winning
publication.

 A co-founder of the Alliance of Native
Americans of Southern California (ANASCA), she
has lectured at several museums, universities,
and libraries on the topic of Black Indians.

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

N E W E S T  B O A R D  M E M B E R

We would like to thank two of our outgoing
board members, Keith Vielle and Marylee
Jones. These two individuals contributed a vast
amount of insight to AARCC, and have helped
guide the organization in new and creative
directions. 

T H A N K I N G

O U T G O I N G  M E M B E R S
Keith Vielle will continue working with
teens within the community and
MaryLee will continue working with
AARCC on a volunteer basis. 

We thank both of these outgoing
board members and wish them well
on their current and future endeavors. 

A A R C C  B O A R D  N E W S
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During the symposium, we were fortunate to

showcase two short videos from Cuban-based

artists who contributed works to our 2020

symposium. Artists Yuleisy Fernández Cruzata,

Jesús Molina and Yasser Garcia Rittoles explained

their cultural inspirations and artistic approaches.

This brought together broader insights into

African and Indigenous American experiences.

The 2021 symposium concluded with a much-

needed discussion concerning how African

American and Native American communities and

individuals are coping with the pandemic and other

traumas. participants included Anjail Haqq, Eva

Macias, and Cedric Turner-Kopa.

While there are sure to be more changes to come

in 2022, we hope that our success with the 3rd

annual Dividing Lines Symposium is evidence that

we can continue in a positive trajectory in the

years to come.

Dividing Lines
An African American & Native American 

Symposium

3RD ANNUAL

The 2nd Annual Dividing Lines Symposium was

hosted at Kennesaw State University in February

2020. The two-day event was in-person and took

place approximately one month before the Covid-19

pandemic caused widespread shutdowns of in-

person gatherings.

As the prospect of an in-person 2021 Dividing

Lines Symposium began to diminish, the choice

was made to plan for a fully remote/virtual

conference. The event was spread out over the

course of two weeks, allowing for a more in-depth

conversation and audience engagement. 

The 3rd Dividing Lines Symposium began with a

conversation with AARCC Board Member Sean-

Paul Walker and Reverend Dr. Waltrina Middleton

on advocacy and community building.  The

following week included a presentation from Black

Indians of NC founder Kimberly Knight and

another from Rachael Finch on the Historic

Franklin Masonic Hall.
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The AARC Center is proud to collaborate as a
sponsor for the upcoming limited docuseries,
'Reckoning: The Fight For Reproductive Justice.'
Produced and Directed by Gina Faulkner, this four
-part docuseries shines a light on sensitive topic of
reproductive justice in the United States.

The issues that lead to poor outcomes in
reproductive medicine for Black women such as
poverty, lack of adequate health care, and racial
bias are rooted in America’s racist and
misogynistic history.

It is a growing belief that in order to address
systemic issues that plague American society, and
specifically Black American society, we must
confront the history surrounding it. There is often
a sanitized depiction of Black women’s lives in
American history, especially in the realm of
reproductive medicine.

This docuseries hopes to begin to close the gap on
our thinking of the history surrounding
reproductive issues among Black birthing people
by putting it's history at the forefront

If you wish to know more about the 'Reckoning: The Fight for
Reproductive Justice' docuseries, visit www.reckoningdoc.com, or
follow @reckoningdocuseries. There you can donate to the project,
learn about the director, and find a variety of resources centered on

the birth and reproductive justice movement.

T O  L E A R N  M O R E  

R E C K O N I N G :
T H E  F I G H T  F O R  R E P R O D U C T I V E  J U S T I C E
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Sharing the Space

The roundtable series is currently on a hiatus;

however, we intend to revisit this format in

order to foster dialogue, insight, and

understanding in the future. If you  would like

to use our platform to host or facilitate a

roundtable on a topic, feel free to contact us:

info@aarccenter.org

With the recent Covid-19

pandemic sidelining many

plans for AARCC, we

decided to utilize the time

to pilot a series of virtual

talks. These roundtable

discussions were designed

to create space for

community members of

various backgrounds to 

discuss various aspects of African American and Native American life and culture. We

began the roundtable series in May discussing strategies in fostering solidarity between

communities in the midst of a global pandemic and civil unrest. 

We then hosted Beyond Borders, covering social and cultural connections between

African and Native communities of the Americas. This was followed by roundtables on

genealogy and mental health and finally perspectives on the arts and education. 

AARCC 

  ROUNDTABLES 
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